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A commemorative plaque has been unveiled at Christchurch fire 
station to mark the service of two firefighters who lost their lives 
while on duty 30 years ago.

On 16 October 1987, a crew from Christchurch were on their way 
back to the fire station after responding to an incident in Highcliffe 
caused by the storm force winds and rains.

As the ‘Great Storm’ raged, a tree crashed down onto the fire engine, 
killing Sub Officer David Gregory and Firefighter Graham White. Four 
other firefighters, in the back of the fire engine, were trapped in the 
wreckage and had to be freed by colleagues from the then Dorset Fire 
Brigade.

On the 30th anniversary of the deaths, CFO Ben Ansell unveiled the 
plaque, which reads: In grateful remembrance of Sub Officer Ernest 
David Gregory and Firefighter Graham White, who tragically lost 
their lives whilst on operational duty on 16 October 1987. They died 
as they lived, serving the Christchurch community. They will never be 
forgotten.

Before the unveiling, there was another ceremony at the local 
cemetery, where wreaths were laid on the men’s graves. Retired 
firefighters joined current crews, CFO Ansell, Fire Authority Members 
and the families in a minute’s silence.

CFO Ansell said: “We should never forget the lives and commitment 
of these two good men, who both had more than 20 years’ service 
as firefighters supporting their local community. I actually started my 
fire service career as a trainee firefighter in Christchurch, so it was a 
real privilege for me to unveil this commemorative plaque at the fire 
station.”

He added: “It was also my honour to meet the families and former 
colleagues of Sub Officer Gregory and Firefighter White, and to pay 
my respects alongside them on the 30th anniversary of their deaths. 
While we mourn their loss, we also had the chance to celebrate their 
lives and remember their many achievements within the Service. The 
plaque now within the fire station ensures that future generations of 
firefighters will always be aware of what happened in 1987, which is 
how it should be.”

Plaque unveiled in memory of Christchurch firefighters
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Melksham fire station hosted an open day on Wednesday 25 October, 
as part of Wiltshire Council’s two week long Family Learning Festival.

Visitors to the station were able to find out more about life as a 
firefighter, look around the fire station, see the equipment on the fire 
engine and try on some fire kit.

Under eights could try out the 
mini fire kits and there was fire 
safety giant Jenga and skittles.

During the open day, the fire 
station also hosted a Wiltshire 
Scrapstore arts and crafts 
workshop and staged the 
finale for the Family Adventure 
Trail that started at Melksham 
Library.

Ludgershall fire station also threw open its doors on 25 October as 
part of the Family Learning Festival.

The open day allowed visitors to explore the fire station in Castle 
Street, look around the fire engine, and find out more about what their 
local firefighters are trained to do.

SM Tom Brolan said: “I believe that we had well over 100 people 
through the doors 
throughout the day and I 
feel that everyone enjoyed 
the displays that the crew 
carried out. I had many 
conversations with parents, 
grandparents and teachers 
who all expressed their 
delight at what a fantastic 
team we have at Ludgershall.”

Fire station open days for Family Learning Festival
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New aerials on their way!
As you will be aware, the Service ordered two new Aerial Ladder 
Platforms (ALPs) earlier this year and we anticipate taking delivery of 
these imminently.

These are 32m appliances built by Rosenbauer UK Ltd and will replace 
the existing vehicles at Swindon and Westbourne fire stations once all 
training has been completed.

The Service has also recently approved the procurement of a third 
ALP, which will be a 42m appliance, also built by Rosenbauer UK Ltd.
This appliance is anticipated to arrive in service late 2018/early 2019 
and will go to Westbourne fire station as the significant majority of 
our high rise buildings are in the Bournemouth and Poole area. 

The new 32m appliance at Westbourne will then be cascaded 
to Salisbury, whose current appliance will then be cascaded to 
Weymouth.

If you have any questions or comments regarding this, please contact 
GM Dave Graham.

Support for Poppy Appeal
Bridport firefighters have been backing this year’s Poppy Appeal, by 
attaching large poppies to lampposts across the town centre as a mark 
of respect in the lead up to Remembrance Sunday.

Poppies have also been placed on the front of Bridport’s fire engines.

WM Nic Courtice came up with the idea after seeing the success of a 
similar campaign in Weymouth last year.

Ian Jarvis, Royal British Legion community fundraiser for Dorset, said: 
“The firefighters came to us and told us they wanted to do this and we 
are delighted. It is a fantastic idea. They have agreed to do all of the 
hard work and put up the poppies which is extremely kind.

“The Poppy Appeal and the parade are always very well-supported 
here in Bridport and we hope when people see the fire engines they 
will be encouraged even more to get involved.”

Bridport firefighters also sold poppies in the town centre on the two 
Saturdays prior to Remembrance Sunday.
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A man suffered life-threatening injuries when a gas explosion 
happened in Market Place, Chippenham on 18 October.

A 999 call was received at 6.12pm to say there had been an explosion 
in a third floor flat within a mid-terraced building.

As it wasn’t known if anyone was in the affected building, five 
fire engines were initially sent, from Chippenham, Corsham (two), 
Calne and Malmesbury, supported by an incident command vehicle 
from Devizes, the heavy rescue unit from Trowbridge and an aerial 
appliance with supporting fire engine from Bath.

By 6.55pm, everyone who could have been in the building was 
accounted for – one man suffering from serious burns was initially 
taken to Southmead Hospital in Bristol by South Western Ambulance 
Service, but was later transferred to the specialist burns unit at 
Morriston Hospital in Swansea, where he remains on life support and 
heavily sedated.

Gas explosion in flat
Did you know that the Fire Fighters Charity has an on-line shop, 
selling a range of gifts?

Amongst the items available are adults’ and children’s clothing, FRS 
statuettes, fire brigade models, crystalware, cufflinks, personalised BA 
tallies and toys.

The shop also stocks the Elvis & Kresse range of wash bags, wallets, 
purses, keyrings etc, all made from fire hose – and 50% of the profits 
on these items is donated back to the Charity.

Relevant for this time of year is the selection of traditional and 
contemporary Christmas cards, with designs ranging from the 
classically festive to fire service relevant cartoons.

To visit the shop, go to www.firefighterscharityshop.mayshopify.com

Charity has on-line shop
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The Health & Safety team has started a ‘Get out of the office’ tour, 
which will see at least two of its members working out of wholetime 
stations across the Service for one day each month.

This is so that members of staff get a chance to meet the team 
informally, have a chat and ask any H&S questions they may have. It 
will also be an opportunity to receive one-to-one demonstrations of 
H&S management systems (e.g. accident/adverse occurrence report, 
risk assessment or workplace inspections).

October saw H&S visit Poole fire station, spending the day with Blue 
watch. They asked many questions about what the H&S team is 
responsible for, what work has been put in place since combination, 
and what is being worked on for implementation going forward.

The day also allowed a better understanding of the common H&S 
issues that the watch face on a regular basis and how the H&S team 
could assist them.

It also gave the H&S department the chance to explain how reports 
submitted though management systems contribute to reports and 
Service-wide evaluation of compliance.

Health & Safety, coming to a station near you soon!
Swindon  27 November Westlea   11 December
Chippenham  18 January  Trowbridge   15 February
Weymouth  13 March  Christchurch   13 April
Stratton  17 May  Salisbury   14 June
Ferndown  12 July  Springbourne  16 August
Redhill  21 September

Health & Safety on tour!
In 2016, the BAFTA British Short Film award went to a seven minute 
depiction of a 999 call being received in Fire Control.

‘Operator’ shows what happens between Control and caller while the 
fire crews race to the scene; in this case, it is a young mother and her 
son trapped in an upstairs bedroom while fire rages elsewhere in the 
house. The script was based on a real 999 call, and director Caroline 
Bartleet said she wanted “to bring to the audience’s attention what an 
amazing job the operators do, remaining calm and composed in such 
stressful situations.”

Val Hampshire, SM Training for Control, is now using the film as part 
of fire survival guidance training for new Control staff. She said: “We 
believe this film complements and enhances the training information 
issued by the Home Office. While the Home Office information is 
quite old, it shows what happened prior to fire survival guidance 
training and the areas of fire survival that should be covered. 
‘Operator’ enhances this training as it gives a visual impact alongside 
the Home Office notes and recordings.”

She added: “I would urge all staff 
to watch the film, as it shows so 
clearly what our Control operators 
can be called upon to do. Fire 
survival starts with the 999 call 
being answered.”

To watch the film, visit 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OHttwpafBQE 

Film used for training
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Congratulations to our 2014-16 cohort of firefighter apprentices who 
are now employed at stations within the Service:  
• Adam Laskey - Blue watch, Redhill Park
• Matt Tidman - Blue watch, Christchurch
• Fred Sedgeley - Red watch, Christchurch
• Keller Holland - Day crew, Ferndown

An event was held at Springbourne Fire Station on 18 October to 
celebrate their success and formally present them with certificates of 
achievement.

Colleagues from stations accompanied the four ex-apprentices at 
the event, along with family members and representatives from the 
Operational Training and People Development teams.

Celebrating firefighter apprentices’ success
SM Terry Clapp, Operational Apprentice Manager, hosted the event 
and took the opportunity to outline the training and development 
framework which the group had been through to develop them in the 
workplace, equip them with firefighting skills and ensure that they had 
opportunities to experience wider Service events.

Terry explained that, following initial training at West Moors, the 
apprentices were assigned to Poole, Redhill Park, Westbourne, 
Springbourne and Christchurch, and were ‘rotated’ every four or five 
months to experience different station grounds and risks as well as 
differing appliances.

All four successfully achieved their Final Competency Test in autumn 
2016 and, in addition to this operational experience, each of the 
group achieved qualifications in:
• Firefighting NVQ and BTEC Level 3 
• ICT functional Skills Level 2 
• Mental Health Awareness Level 1

Not only did Terry’s talk give everyone a good understanding of the 
work involved in successfully completing the apprenticeship, it also 
gave him the chance to tell an 
amusing story about the group’s 
trip to London and their visit to 
Parliament!

There was a really relaxed and 
welcoming atmosphere at this 
celebration event and a great deal of 
pride in the room.  A big well done to 
all four of them.  
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A special Christmas Day lunch is again being held this year for people 
who might otherwise be alone.

The event started at Trowbridge fire station in 2011 but is now hosted 
in the Atrium of County Hall, with over 200 guests and volunteers 
involved last year.

Originally organised by staff from Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue 
Service, volunteers are now drawn from the Service, Wiltshire Council, 
Apetito and Elior, operating as Company For Christmas.

Control CM Kate Dewey has been involved from the outset and 
said: “The lunch is free and open to anyone who doesn’t want to 
be on their own on Christmas Day, and we welcome all ages and 
backgrounds. None of it would be possible without the amazingly 
generous donations that we get from the local community, or the 
support of our fantastic volunteers – all of whom are prepared to give 
up their own Christmas Day so that others can celebrate as well.”

If you would like to support Company for Christmas, the team are 
keen to hear from volunteers who are willing to:
• help collect guests and return them home in the afternoon
• be companions on the day
• organise and run the raffle
• put together gift bags for guests to take home

Prior to the event, volunteers are also needed to help with leaflet 
drops, putting up posters, and collecting/sorting gift donations. On 23 
December, the team will be setting up the Atrium at County Hall and 
additional help between 9.30am and 12noon would be very welcome.

Kate said: “This year, we will be opening the doors at 10am on 
Christmas morning for volunteers and hope that all guests will be at 
the Atrium by 11.30am ready for lunch to start at 12noon. After lunch 
there will be a raffle and singing, and our guests will be taken home 
with their gift bags around 3pm. Volunteers will be needed for the 
tidying up and hopefully we will all be home by 4pm.”

The team is asking for donations of non-perishable items for the gift 
bags, such as boxes of biscuits and chocolates, coffee and tea bags, 
selection packs, toys, hats and scarf sets, socks and tights, slippers 
and toiletry gift sets; these can be 
handed in at County Hall. If you would 
like to make a monetary donation, the 
details are A/C no. 87345811, sort code: 
09-01-28.

Anyone wishing to book a lunch as a 
guest or volunteer can phone 07934 
172734 or 07734 483881.

Christmas Day lunch planning well underway



Issue 17   November 2017     9

@DWFireEDI

Contact us:
• rex.webb@dwfire.org.uk
• michelle.skipp@dwfire.org.uk

International Men’s Day in the UK is on 
19 November every year – it is celebrated 
around the world in at least 60 countries.

Every year, International Men’s Day in the UK 
is marked by more and more women, men 
and organisations across the country.

To recognise the day, we are launching our 
Men’s staff support network for all staff and 
volunteers - men@dwfire.org.uk

I am currently looking for a Men’s Diversity 
Champion to help monitor the confidential 
email and develop the Men’s network.

Please get in touch if interested.

In the UK, as well as supporting the global 
theme, the focus remains on how we can 
make a difference to men and boys.

The day also focuses on how we can 
give men and boys better life chances by 
addressing some of the issues that affect 
them, such as:

• The high male suicide rate.

• The challenges faced by boys and men at 
all stages of education, including attainment.

• Men’s health, shorter life expectancy and 
workplace deaths.

• The challenges faced by the most 
marginalised men and boys in society (for 
instance, homeless men, boys in care and the 
high rate of male deaths in custody).

• Male victims of violence, including sexual 
violence.

• The challenges faced by men as parents, 
particularly new fathers and separated 
fathers.

• Male victims and survivors of sexual 
abuse, rape, sexual exploitation, domestic 
abuse, forced marriage, honour-based crime, 
stalking and slavery.

• The negative portrayal of men, boys and 
fathers.

Prime Minister, Rt Hon Theresa May MP: 
“I recognise the important issues that 
this event seeks to highlight, including 
men’s health, male suicide rates and the 
underperformance of boys in schools, these 
are serious issues that must be addressed in 
a considered way.”

mailto:rex.webb@dwfire.org.uk
mailto:michelle.skipp@dwfire.org.uk
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California has recently been in the grip of some of the worse wildfires 
in recent memory, declaring a state of emergency as the fire services 
tried to bring the blazes under control.

WM Andy Elliott, station commander at Maiden Newton, recently 
returned from the States after spending three weeks working with the 
Middletown crews of Cal Fire in their Lake Nappa Unit.

Andy is one of only 12 Wildfire Tactical Advisors for the UK. He has 
been going to California since 2015 after being called upon to use 
his expertise and training to help tackle the Valley Fire, which burned 
across over 76,000 acres, destroying nearly 2,000 homes and taking 
the lives of four people.

During his first two weeks with the Middletown crews, Andy attended 
several incidents, including four structure fires and a number of 
wildfires. He received training on their unique equipment and learnt 
new wildfire techniques, as well as completing his USA Wildfire 
qualifications, allowing him to fight wildfires anywhere in the USA and 
to take initial command of incidents.

As part of his visit, Andy also explored the psychological effects that 
wildfires have on people and communities, and found out how they 
and the forests are recovering.

Many homes destroyed in wildfires are never rebuilt, but some 
communities are starting to recover. Before the fires, communities 
were in beautiful green forests, but now people will potentially live 
in a blackened and disfigured landscape for years. There are signs of 
recovery as seedlings are sprouting and new trees are being planted 
replacing those that were lost, but it will take decades to recover.

Wildfires are not limited to the USA or continental Europe. Conditions 
during the summer months, especially across the heathland and plains 
of Dorset and Wiltshire, often lend themselves to wildfires.

Andy said: “Climate change predictions are suggesting that we may 
see more extreme wildfire conditions in the UK. Southern Europe has 
suffered its most destructive wildfire season ever and this is slowly 
coming our way. It is important that UK firefighters learn lessons from 
other parts of the world to help us prepare for our own wildfires.”

Witnessing the California wildfires
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Photo of the month
Every month we choose our favourite photo taken by a member  
of staff. Think you can do better? Well get snapping then! And  
send your photos to Max (max.furneaux@dwfire.org.uk) or Pete 
(pete.cole@dwfire.org.uk), along with a brief description.

This month’s photo comes 
from our very own Media 
Resources Technician, 
Pete Cole! Remember the 
weird red sun phenomena 
on Monday 16 October? 
Apparently it was caused 
by hurricane Ophelia 
pulling up Saharan dust. 
The dust reflected and 
refracted the longer 
light wavelengths, which 
basically means that the 
dust scattered the blue 

light from the sun letting more red light through - much as at sunrise 
or sunset. But I’m sure you all knew that anyway. I’m digressing 
again. Being based at TDC Devizes, Pete couldn’t let this opportunity 
pass. So grabbing his camera, he directed Sam Legg-Bagg into 
position on the top of the smoke house.

Why we like this photo: Shooting straight into the sun is never a 
good idea, unless you know what you’re doing. Not only does it 
cause exposure difficulties, but you can go blind looking through the 
viewfinder or burn out the camera’s image sensor. But Pete’s a pro 
and fortunately he does know what he’s doing! So equipped with an 
ND filter he made full use of the unusual atmospheric conditions in 
a clever and unique way. Pete then passed an orange filter over the 
image in post production to enrich the strange light slightly.

A huge power surge on 20 October saw a number of fires affect 
properties in Bournemouth.

Over the evening, the Service inspected over 40 properties in the 
Walpole Road area of Boscombe after a conductor fault at a local high 
voltage sub-station caused the surge and led to faults in domestic 
electrical consumer units.

The first calls were received shortly after 6.30pm, with crews from 
Redhill Park and Springbourne called to a property that had filled 
with smoke. Together with a crew from Westbourne, they went on 
to investigate similar issues in homes along the street, with residents 
being asked to move to safety outside until the checks were complete.

Walpole Road was closed as a precaution, and Dorset Police and the 
British Red Cross emergency response volunteers were on scene 
to support the evacuation and help those affected. Engineers from 
Scottish and Southern Electricity Network isolated the affected 
electric supplies and made repairs as necessary.

Over-voltage leads to fires
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HATE Crime Conferences 2017
During Hate Crime Awareness week – 14 to 21 October - Rex 
Webb and Michelle Skipp were involved in a number of hate crime 
conferences.

The definition of a hate crime/incident: “Any criminal offence which 
is perceived by the victim or any other person, to be motivated by 
hostility or prejudice based on a person’s race or perceived race; 
religion or perceived religion; sexual orientation or perceived sexual 
orientation; disability or perceived disability and any crime motivated 
by hostility or prejudice against a person who is transgender or 
perceived to be transgender.”

At the regional conference in Exeter, Rex helped facilitate a workshop 
on partnership working with James and Charlie from Bournemouth 
University.

rex.webb@dwfire.org.uk
michelle.skipp@dwfire.org.uk

We heard that hate crime and incidents are fuelled by the ‘drip, drip’ 
of negative stories in the media. In 2016, the number of hate crimes 
reported in the England and Wales was 80,393.

A number of others spoke at the regional conference of their personal 
experience of hate crime and incidents. They told of their trauma and 
suffering as a result of being victims.

Later the same week, we attended hate crime conferences locally 
in Trowbridge and Weymouth. Here we heard from the respective 
Police and Crime Commissioners of their support for partnership  
organisations who are working across Dorset and Wiltshire to 
eliminate hate crime and support victims.

Stop Hate UK have a number of 24 hour helplines to report incidents:
• 0800 138 1625 (hate crime)
• 0808 802 2255 (disability hate)
• 0808 801 0661 (LGBT hate) 
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Three residents from Unity House, a supported housing scheme for 
the homeless in Chippenham, recently spent the day at their local fire 
station.

Hayley, Safi and Jack were referred by the charity BCHA, in the hope 
that the experience would help their self-confidence and self-esteem.

Lisa Thomas, from the health & wellbeing team at BCHA, said the 
trio were “on Cloud Nine” following the day. “We just have a massive 
‘thank you’ to Steve Lodge and his team for organising this for us; the 
comments have been incredibly positive, with one of the residents 
saying it was the best thing they had ever done.”

WM Steve Lodge said: “They were a really nice group to have on 
station. I’m glad they enjoyed the day and got something out of it.”

The day included RTC extrication, running hose and abseiling, 
organised by the Group 2 team of Rob Warwick, Dave Kay, Nigel 
Decarteret, Steve Garraway and Will Newell, supported by Sam Legg-
Bagg from TDC.

Fire station experience
We would like to open up the design of the Chief’s season’s greetings 
card to friends and family of all DWFRS staff and volunteers.

The theme must be festive and related to the fire service in some way. 
It doesn’t matter what size paper it’s drawn on, whether it’s in colour 
or black & white, done in paint or crayon - as long as it’s festive and 
related to the fire service in some way.

It could be of a fire engine, a prevention activity or maybe they want 
to draw a picture of someone they know at work. We’re leaving it 
entirely up to them to get as creative as possible! Entries from all ages 
will be considered and judged appropriately.

So if you’ve got a budding artist in the family or have a friend 
whose children enjoy drawing, send their entries to Max Furneaux 
at Poundbury Support Offices by Friday 24 November. Remember 
to include their name, age and address on the back, so that we can 
return their design after judging.

The winner will have their design made into a card and be invited 
to HQ to be presented with the final version by the Chief during 
December.

Design a card competition
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On 26 September, the Service hosted a presentation at Hamworthy 
Community Fire Station specifically for invited young people from the 
local area who struggle with authority and day to day living.

The request was triggered following an increase in youth-related 
cannabis use and related disorder that had been occurring in a 
deprived area of Poole. A large number of youths ‘on the radar’ for 
crime, anti-social behaviour, behaviour issues, low level drug running 
etc, were known to be users of cannabis. Police incident logs show 
recent drug-related threatening behaviour and disorder happening on 
the estate and at a local school. 

We worked in partnership with the local neighbourhood policing 
team, and PC Ben Aldous arranged for John McAvoy, a former criminal 
who has turned his life around through sport and fitness, to come and 
talk to the young people.

Former criminal tells story of sport changing his life
40 young people and support staff from the local area listened intently 
to John as he told his story. He bought his first weapon - a sawn-off 
shotgun - at the age of 16, and he was behind bars for the first of two 
jail terms just after his 18th birthday for his involvement in an armed 
robbery.

His uncle, Mick McAvoy, was one of the masterminds of the Brink's 
Mat robbery in which £26 million worth of gold bullion, diamonds and 
cash was stolen from a warehouse near Heathrow Airport in 1983, 
while his stepfather is serving a life sentence for armed robbery.

During John’s second stint in prison, he was deemed such a risk that 
he was put in a high-security unit with the radical cleric Abu Hamza 
al-Masri, who was later extradited to the USA and found guilty of 11 
terrorism charges in a New York court. Also in that unit were the four 
men who attempted bomb attacks on London's transport system in 
July 2005. 

"It was probably at that point, I realised quite the degree of trouble I 
was in," he recalls. 

John is now a sponsored professional athlete and has appeared on 
television to talk about how sport has helped him to change his life. 
His book ‘From Ironbars to Ironman’ is available from Amazon.

Following the presentation, the young people were shown an event 
taking place next year http://commandoseries.co.uk (Commando 
series obstacle race) - following John McAvoy’s inspirational talk, it is 
hoped that some of them will take up the challenge of the obstacle 
race, where they will receive further help, support and guidance to 
succeed.
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Flu vaccination is available every year on the NHS to help protect 
adults and children at risk of flu and its complications.

Flu can be unpleasant but, if you are otherwise healthy, it will usually 
clear up on its own within a week. However, flu can be more severe 
in certain people, such as anyone aged 65 and over, pregnant women, 
children and adults with an underlying health condition (such as 
long-term heart or respiratory disease) and children and adults with 
weakened immune systems.

The injected flu vaccine is offered free on the NHS annually to adults 
over the age of 18 at risk of flu (including everyone aged 65 and over), 
pregnant women, and children aged six months to two years at risk of 
flu.

For more about who should have the flu jab, visit www.nhs.uk/
Conditions/vaccinations/Pages/who-should-have-flu-vaccine.aspx 

You can have your NHS flu jab at your GP surgery, a local pharmacy 
offering the service, or your midwifery service if they offer it for 
pregnant women. Some community pharmacies now offer flu 
vaccination to adults (but not 
children) at risk of flu, including 
pregnant women, people aged 65 
and over, people with long-term 
health conditions and carers.

People who aren’t eligible for 
a flu jab on the NHS can pay 
privately at pharmacies or in 
supermarkets.

Have you had your flu jab?
A coffee morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support was held at 
Service HQ on Thursday 5 October.

The event was part of the annual World’s Biggest Coffee Morning, the 
charity’s biggest fundraiser for people facing cancer.

In 2016, £29.5 million was raised 
nationally and the aim this year 
was to achieve an even better 
total.

Cakes of all shapes and sizes 
were donated for the HQ event, 
and staff from across the Service 
took the opportunity to attend 
and enjoy the morning.

A big thanks to all who 
contributed, and £101 was raised 
for the charity.

Coffee morning success
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Six ‘have a go’ events were held at wholetime stations last month 
to encourage women and other under-represented parts of the 
community to consider applying to be a firefighter.

The intention was to give hands-on experience to people who might 
otherwise think that being a firefighter is not for them.

GM Karen Adams said: “By running these events, we were saying to all 
parts of our community that being a firefighter can be a career choice 
for anyone. Nationally, the fire and rescue service is 95% male and 
96% white, so we are trying to remove any barriers that might deter 
women and ethnic minorities from applying.”

The ‘have a go’ mornings were held at Weymouth, Swindon, Salisbury, 
Springbourne, Poole and Trowbridge, and each one saw attendance 
from the target groups. Several officers, including the CFO, also took 
the opportunity to test their skills!

Applications for the next round of wholetime firefighter appointments 
close at noon on Sunday 12 November.

‘Have a go’ events held
Animal rescue specialists from Lyndhurst and Winchester in 
Hampshire were called into Wiltshire on 20 October to assist with a 
horse rescue on the A303.

A 4x4 towing a horsebox came off the road at about 4pm and collided 
with a barrier, leaving the horsebox on its side in a field.

One of the two horses being transported was able to free itself, but 
the other had to be rescued.

Two crews from Salisbury initially attended the scene, and were also 
supported by the heavy rescue unit from Trowbridge.

The road was closed in both directions for two hours to ensure the 
safety of the horses and crews – which, at rush hour on the Friday at 
the start of half term, caused a fair bit of chaos.

Horse rescue closes A303
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FireWire is the monthly magazine for staff at Dorset & Wiltshire Fire 
and Rescue Service.

We want your stories, sports successes, fundraisers and charity events 
- so please email louise.knox@
dwfire.org.uk by the end of 
each month for inclusion in the 
following month’s publication.

Any queries, give Louise a call 
on 01722 691086 or 07841 
951111.

Get involved in FireWire

New members are welcome to join the Wiltshire golfing section, 
which plays each year between March and October.

As well as local games, the section 
offers the opportunity to compete 
in regional and national events.

All serving and retired FRS 
personnel are welcome to get 
involved – for more information, 
please contact Paul West at Group 
1 Trowbridge.

Dave Smith is seen receiving the 
Wiltshire Golfer of the Year award 
from captain Rob Wild.

New golfers welcome
As we look forward to Christmas, it is easy to sometimes forget 
about the families and children for whom the festive period brings 
loneliness, distress and anxiety.

This year, the Service is supporting the Christmas Shoe Box appeal 
for the Wiltshire charity ‘Helping Victims of Domestic Violence’. Four 
collection points have been set up at Swindon, Chippenham, Salisbury 
and Trowbridge fire stations. The closing date is 4 December so all 
donations would need to be at your chosen location by then.

Below is a list of age ranges and gender for any shoe boxes/gift bags:
• Baby/toddlers, 0-3 years boy/girl
• Primary Ks1, 4-8 years boy/girl
• Primary Ks2, 9-11 years boy/girl
• Secondary, 12-16 years boy/girl
• Women's (Mum)
• Men's (Dad)

When putting together your donations, please ensure that items are 
age-appropriate. Due to allergies, balloons cannot be accepted. If 
you wish to put in chocolate or sweets, please make sure they don’t 
contain nuts, and label your gift with the category it’s been made for.

Christmas shoe box appeal
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